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EVENING GARDEN VISITS 2019 

Our three evening garden visits for this year are detailed below.  As usual, all visits are on Tuesday 
evenings, to start at 6.00pm, and sunflower signs will be displayed where appropriate. 
 
Tuesday 28th May 2019 
SPRING GARDENS NURSERY, Spring Gardens, Washington, RH20 3BS.  Mr. Alan Harris 

The Nursery specialises in pick your own fruit and vegetables.  They have 35 acres of fields and 
orchards, plus a new well-stocked Farm Shop and Café.  

Directions:  From Horsham, take the A24 towards Worthing.  Then come back up the A24 from the 
Washington roundabout.  Turn left at the exit for Hughes Pumps and the Caravan Centre (you will 
see them when going the other way).  Turn left up Spring Gardens and follow the road until you 
come to the Spring Gardens Nursery.  There is ample parking. 

There is a donation of £2.50 for refreshments and Mr Harris will meet and take us around the 
Nursery. 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 
MEADOW FARM, Blackgate Lane, Pulborough, RH20 1DF.  Mr & Mrs. C. Langdale 

Approx. one acre garden built from scratch over the last 10 years.  Hot colour schemed beds at the 
front lead into a small shrubbery and then onto double borders with a formal pond.  A pleached 
hornbeam avenue takes the eye out to the West Sussex countryside.  The walled garden provides 
fruit, cut flowers and vegetables for the family.  This leads in turn to the Orchard with bees and a 
hazelnut walk.   

Directions:  Five miles north of Pulborough.  From Pulborough take the A29 north.  Just outside 
Pulborough turn left into Blackgate Lane signed to Toot. Continue on the road for one and a half 
miles.  At the sign for Scrase Farms keep going straight.  Look out for the parking signs on the right.  
There is ample parking. 

The donation is £6.50 going to the NGS and this includes refreshments.  Mrs Langdale will join us in 
a tour of the garden. 

Tuesday 23rd July 2019 
JACARANDA,   Chalk Road, Ifold. RH14 OUE.  Mr & Mrs. B. McNulty 

A plant lover’s garden created by the owners from a bare plot.  Curving borders take you on a 
journey around the garden.  Trees with interesting bark, many unusual shrubs and a variety of hosta 
displays, together with perennials, roses, climbers and bulbs, combine to make this a garden for all 
seasons.  The vegetable area has a large raised bed, a greenhouse and herbs plus a hanging 
potting bench. 

Directions:  One mile south of Loxwood. From the A272/A281 take the B2133 (Loxwood).  Half a 
mile south of Loxwood take the Plaistow Road, then 3rd right into Chalk Road.  Follow the signs for 
parking and garden.   Should it be necessary we can also use the nearby Village Hall car park.  

There is a donation of £5.50 which includes refreshments and Mr. & Mrs. McNulty will be taking us 
around the garden.   
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SUMMER COACH OUTING—WINDSOR & SAVILL GARDENS 
 

Our summer outing this year will be on Saturday 20th July 2019 to Windsor and Savill 
Gardens.  We will be hiring one of Roadmark’s luxury coaches, including a professional 
driver. 

There is plenty to see and do in Windsor 
town; apart from the Royal Castle there 
are a wide range of shops and eateries.  
Perhaps take a trip on the River Thames 
from the Promenade.  We will go onto 
Savill Gardens in the afternoon to take 
in the beauty of the gardens and have 
refreshments there. 

We will be departing from Horsham 
Park & Ride at 9.15 am and then onto    
Horsham Station for 9.30am, leaving 
Savill Gardens at 4.30pm. 

The cost of the Outing will be £27.00    
inclusive, and tickets are limited.  Please send your cheque, payable to ‘Horsham     
Horticultural Society’, to Mrs C L Treharne at 35 Forestfield, Horsham, RH13 6DY    
(Tel: 01403 261737) or at the Society’s meetings.  Please provide your contact details 
on the ticket application form, available at the meetings or on the website. 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

If you have not yet paid your annual subscription, please send your £15 per person 

(£25 per couple) to the Membership Secretary at Little Oaks, Kentwyns Drive,     

Horsham, RH13 6EU., or pay by bank transfer to Account No. 00053900, Sort Code   

30-94-41.  Please use your name as the reference. 

Please enclose an s.a.e. if you would like your  membership card to be sent to you.  If 

we do not receive your subscription by the end of March 2019 we will assume you no 

longer wish to renew your membership and will delete your details from our        

membership list. 

Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens will be   
opening again in March 2019 after a complete   
restoration by the new owners. 

Visitors can also explore the elegant listed Grade II 
Mansion House, as well as the unique dolls’ house 
exhibition and the rare colony of wallabies, wild-
fowl and the huge carp in the seven ponds.  They 
have extended the tea rooms and also have new 
restaurants and other food stations. 

An Annual Pass can be purchased, which includes 
discount on food and drink, 10% off plant sales 
and the gift shop, plus earlier daily access than the 
general public and various other benefits.  For   
further information and an update on the opening 
day, visit www.leonardsleegardens.co.uk 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

At the AGM on 8th January 2019 the following 

Committee members were elected : 

Chairman—Mrs Lynda Ashby 

Vice-Chairman—Mrs Carolyn Smith 

Treasurer—Mrs Sally Birchmore 

Show Secretary—Mrs Sue Hammond 

Outings Secretary—Mrs Carol Treharne 

Secretary/Raffle—Mrs Lynda Cheeseman 

We would welcome new members, so please 

contact one of the Committee if you would like 

further information (contact details can be 

found in the Show Schedule).  

http://www.leonardsleegardens.co.uk
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2018 SHOW REPORTS 

 

In spite of erratic spring weather, Society members put on a fine display of spring flowers and cookery/
handicraft entries at our Spring Show on 7th April.   

Paul Dalby demonstrated his expertise in the daffodil and narcissi class with a spectacular entry of a 
bowl of mixed daffodils and narcissi, and was awarded the cup for the highest number of points overall in 
the show.  Sue Hammond and Janet Girdlestone were the joint winners of the Jubilee Cup, which is 
awarded to the member gaining the highest number of points for exhibits at our winter meetings. 

Other delightful entries of specimen flowers and     
displays made the hall a seasonal picture, and it was 
pleasing to see many new members entering exhibits 
for the first time and winning their classes, from    
painting to flower arranging and cookery skills      
coming to the fore.   

Members bought in plants to sell at bargain prices 
and contributed many prizes to the Grand Raffle, 
which was drawn after the trophies were awarded by 
our President, Bob Taylor. 

Mrs Ashby, Chairman, thanked the President for officiating.  She also thanked all the committee, the   
refreshments team, judges and stewards.  Members were thanked for their hard work, raffle and cake 
donations and efforts to ensure the day was a success.  

 

 

The long hot summer was broken by one day of heavy rain the week before our Summer Show on        
4th August.  This is traditionally a critical week for members wanting to show their exhibits in premium 
condition.  However, water butts were filled and together with clever gardening techniques the members 
put on a show to be proud of.  

An extra point of interest this year was the inclusion of Holbrook Primary School displaying hanging   
baskets for the Junior Section.  Seven entries were submitted, all to a very high standard, and gift tokens 
were awarded to the winners.  Wilkinsons sponsored the event in the form of a gift token to be spent on 
seeds, and the hanging baskets were supplied by the Horticultural Society.  

The Chairman’s ‘Old Boot’ competition inspired eight members to fill an old boot with plants and/or    
flowers grown themselves or purchased.  Val Hardwick’s boot was awarded 1

st
 place,  2

nd
 place went to 

Carol Treharne and 3rd to Barbara Jessett.  The event which showed great flair and imagination was 
judged by Ron Thomas, a professional judge, who also judged the flower, fruit and vegetable classes.  

The Photographic Section was well supported this year and the trophy for overall winner was presented 
to Sally Birchmore for gaining most points in this section.  This competition will be staged at the Spring 
Show next year to allow extra space in the hall for the summer exhibits.  Most of the trophies were won 
again by Sue Hammond who puts a phenomenal amount of entries in from year round work for the show, 
and a full list of winners from both shows can be found on the Society’s website. 

If you would like to enter something in one of our shows and have never done so before, any member of 

the Committee would be happy to advise you if you have any questions. 



 

 SUNFLOWER NEWS 
 

Page 4 

SLUG PELLETS BANNED FROM 2020 

Metaldehyde slug pellets are to be banned across 

Great Britain in 2020 because of an “unacceptable” 

risk to birds and mammals, as well as contaminating 

rivers and streams.  It will still be possible to use the 

pellets in greenhouses, where birds, frogs etc are 

unlikely to be eating the poisoned slugs. 

The majority of the slug pellets that we buy (Wilkos, 

Eraza, Slug Gone, doff) have metaldehyde as the 

active ingredient, and the only approved ones in         

future will be the more expensive ferric phosphate 

pellets. 

The pellets will still be sold for the next six months, 

with the use of the products in our gardens and on 

the allotment totally banned in Spring 2020.  In the 

next edition of the Newsletter we will feature alterna-

tive methods of slug control, and your suggestions  

will be most welcome for inclusion. 

OBITUARY 

It was with great sadness that we lost a long-

standing member of the Society last May when 

Hilary Kirk passed away.  The Committee sent 

their condolences to Geoffrey and made a    

donation on behalf of the members to Horsham 

Age UK. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION—Time to get snapping! 

If you’re out and about with your camera please consider entering one of our photographic     

competition categories this year.  The subjects are as follows: 

  My town   A pet 

  Transport   A lovely garden 

Entries will be judged prior to the SPRING SHOW this year and should be submitted by 

Sunday, 24th March 2019.  Further details can be found in the show schedule or on our website. 

INTER-SOCIETY QUIZ 

What a team!  Horsham retained the cup at last year’s Inter-

Society Quiz thanks to our winning team comprising Liz      

Baguley, Sally Birchmore, Hazel Bockh, Paul Dalby, Carol 

Hayton and Sue Rushton.  Horsham gained 65 points,        

followed closely by Southwater on 63 and Mannings Heath on 

61.  Sadly Slinfold Horticultural Society have folded and so we 

have reverted back to having three societies competing. 

Horsham hosted the evening and our thanks go to Vic Mansell 

for preparing and presenting the quiz questions, ably assisted 

by his wife Gill who kept score.  This year’s quiz will be hosted 

by Southwater at their Village Hall on 20th March at 7.30 pm. We would be pleased if you were able 

to come along to support your team. 

 

 

 

We would like to wish a very happy birthday to 
our Vice-President, Hilda Gent, who will be   

celebrating her 100th birthday this February. 

Congratulations Hilda on behalf of the Society. 

Horsham in Bloom is back in business 

and planning to run the Summer Competi-

tions after a pause in 2018. 

Could you help with this and generally    

assist with Committee business?  A    

Chairman and Treasurer are also needed 

to complete the team of officers and take 

the Charity towards 25 years of working for 

the community in Horsham. 

If you would be interested or would like 

more information please call Sue Brundish 

on 01403 268177 or e-mail the Secretary at 

hib.committee@gmail.com. 


